

Pool in Wharfedale Parish Council
	Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Pool in Wharfedale Parish Council held at Old Pool Bank Village Hall, Quarry Farm Road, Old Pool Bank, Pool-in-Wharfedale on Monday 11th May 2026 at 7.00pm. 

	Present  
	Councillor Lee in the Chair 

	
	Councillors Allen, Bone, Dibble, Hill, Mifsud.
Also, in attendance, Clerk John Ryan, and Colette Jones. 


	1.
2.
	The Chairman Councillor Lee welcomed all present to the annual meeting. 
TO RECORD APOLOGIES FOR ATTENDANCE AT THE MEETING

	
	Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Cooke and Rowling. Ward Councillor Billy Flynn, David Pilbeam (Pool Riverside Park) and Linda Newsome (Pool Village Hall)  

	
	

	3.
4. 

5.

	MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 12th MAY 2025.

The minutes for the last Annual Parish Meeting were moved as a correct record. Approval was moved by Councillor Allen and seconded by Councillor Mifsud. 

THE CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT. 
The past year has been one of ups and downs, promises made and not kept. Meetings with Leeds City Council Highways with no results a hard year. Road safety is always on the agenda and has been in the 43 years I have been an elected member of this council. Councillor Marc Hill has been collecting incidents, but no one seems to be listening, speed limits have been introduced but not obeyed. The police speed traffic van has been used on several days on Pool Bank New Road. 

The village of Pool-in-Wharfedale is built on the site of an ancient crossroads, built for horses and carts not for the huge vehicles that travel through the village. The wall surrounding Stocks Hill was damaged in the night by whom? now repaired. 

We thank the Rainbow Shop for their donation towards the new flower tubs and we have placed plaques on each one so people can acknowledge their gift. The two playgrounds are kept well maintained and we have plans for the future, but we are concerned that someone is spraying weed killer, this as you know is a danger to children and animals. 
The Neighbourhood Plan is now complete, and every household was sent the information. This has taken many years of hard work by a small number of people. We thank them for their dedication. 
The Taylor Wimpey development Stanhope Fields is nearing completion, and we welcome the new owners to the village. One of the results was moving the bus stop and leaving behind the stone shelter in isolation. 

The Civic and Remembrance Services were well attended, and we thank the clergy, trumpeter, police and the children for the help and support on these civic occasions. We are placing pressure on the Highways Department to upgrade zebra crossings on Main Street and Arthington Lane. meetings are being held regarding public transport on the A660 and the village. This is again a battle to get our voices heard. We are preparing to have work done on the ancient woodland on Cabin Road and the Jubilee Copse in the near future. 

We said goodbye to Leeds City Councillors Barry and Caroline Anderson thanking them for all their support over many years and wishing them happy retirement. We thank Councillor Billy Flynn for his continued support and look forward to meeting our new Leeds City Councillors. 

We are re-introducing the Honorary Citizen Award this year. Every household has received a nomination form and information regarding the CIL money the council receives which is provided by developers building in the village. There has been disappointment with the company delivering the leaflets and Councillor Marc Hill kindly delivered to the properties missed. Looking to the future good ideas for spending the CIL money are coming forward. 

This is our last year of this term of office with elections in 2027. My thanks to fellow councillors for the hours they spend on behalf of the parish, thanks to John Ryan our excellent clerk and Kieran our Lengthsman, also to the Garden Angels. As I said each year, we are truly blessed on living in such a beautiful area and may we always be able to maintain it. 
Thank you, Hazel Lee,   
Reports from Organisations in receipt of funds from the Parish Council.
Pool Riverside Park

	
	Pool Riverside Park comprises land that has been held since 1972 by Pool in Wharfedale Recreation Ground Trust, and the purpose of the trust is to administer the land for the benefit of the citizens of Pool and the surrounding area, for their recreational use. The Recreation Ground Management Committee (RGMC) runs the trust’s affairs and comprises two Parish Council nominees (one current vacancy), a nominee from the School Governors (currently vacant), a nominee from the Village Hall and a nominee from the Pool Sports and Social Club. The committee also co-opts additional members for their expertise (currently two co-opted members). 

The RGMC has granted long-term tenancies to Pool Angling Club, Pool Football Club, Pool Cricket Club and Pool Tennis Club. These clubs are given exclusive rights to fishing on the south bank of the River Wharfe along the Riverside Park, the playing of football on the riverside football pitch and the practice pitch to the north of the cricket field, the playing of cricket on the cricket field and the playing of tennis on the tennis courts. The other use of the Riverside Park, probably the major use, is for general recreation of members of the public. It is a very well-used dog-walking spot for villagers. Some of this general area on the riverside field is used on an unpaid basis by Pool Football Club for junior football training at times when their normal pitches are unavailable due to weather conditions. 

The RGMC receives an annual grant from the Parish Council, and the committee is very grateful for last year’s grant of £1,709. This grant is for tending the grounds, for keeping the footpaths in good condition, for maintaining the becks that run across the land and for grass cutting. Additionally, the Parish Council pays for the emptying of the ‘dog bins’ on trust land and provides weekly time of the Lengthsman litter-clearing on the Riverside Park. 
In the year up to 31st December 2025 maintenance and the cost of using a self-employed contractor totalled £5,993. This cost was largely for maintaining footpaths and grass cutting, with some work on maintaining the old mill pond and the beck that feeds it.  The trust charges the sports clubs that use its land, but in 2025 these rents totalled only £2,289. Tree surgery, required because of ash dieback disease, cost £2,000. There is an obvious shortfall between income and the expenditure required to keep the grounds in good condition, but the trust is unwilling to charge the sports clubs more than they would be charged by Leeds City Council for comparable facilities. The Parish Council grant makes a sizeable contribution to meeting the shortfall. It in effect enables the RGMC to obtain funding from the parishioners who make welcome use of the grounds on a casual basis, and not just from those people who are members of the sports clubs. Additional fund raising is always required, and in 2025 the trust received donations of £200 and a grant of £400 from the Skipton Building Society Charitable Foundation. Over the financial year the trust accounts show a deficit of £3,001. In effect, the deficit is slightly larger than this as the money from the Skipton Building Society is earmarked for tidying up the mill pond area during the 2026 financial year. It is intended to remove the old sheds that are present there, making the area look more ‘cared for.’
The grant that we receive annually is important in helping us look after the grounds. We try to ensure that the land is maintained well, and the number of people walking on the grounds every day shows how well regarded the facility is by the villagers. The football and cricket pitches, and the tennis courts, are very well used by the sports clubs, and the Riverside Park provides recreational opportunities for all the inhabitants of Pool. 
David Pilbeam, Honorary Treasurer

Pool Feast Association 
Thank you for the kind donation of £372.00, which covered the cost of hiring a bouncy castle and inflatable slide, this was a highlight for children attending the event. This was the first year we had managed to get the cricket field on the Sunday of a bank holiday, and it seemed to work well so we are trying it again this year, 30TH August 2026, save the date. Pool Feast in the main opportunity for the village to come together as a community for a family friendly event with live music. Stall holders ask to return and feedback on the whole is very positive. The support of the parish council for this village event is much appreciated. Thanks Moira.



	6.
	Parish Council Accounts 

The Clerk gave a report on the finances for 2025/26.


	7.
	Parish Council Action Plan 
The Parish Council Action Plan sets out the priorities and major projects for the Council over the year. The Clerk will update the Action Plan and present it to Finance Committee in September for final approval. It was agreed to add the Taylor Wimpey Stanhope Fields new housing estate to the Action Plan and to consider impact of future housing on local services. 


	8.
	Residents Questions
Colette Jones spoke to the meeting about her concerns about the impact of the Stanhope Fields estate and future housing development on education services in particular.



	
	The meeting closed at 7.25pm.
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