

 Pool-in-Wharfedale Parish Council

	Minutes of the of Pool-in-Wharfedale Parish Council held at Pool Village Memorial Hall, Arthington Lane, Pool-in-Wharfedale on Monday 8th JUNE 2026 commencing at 7.30 pm. 

	Present
	Councillor Lee, Chairman	
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	Councillors, Allen, Bone, Cooke, Mifsud, Dibble and Rowling. 
Also, the clerk John Ryan, Ward Councillors Flynn, Farmer, and Stoddart-Scott and members of the public including Claire Taylor and Joanne Pellow from Pool-in-Wharfedale Primary School and Colette Jones. 
Also, in attendance were PC43 Simon Hill and PCSO 113 Jenson Grimshaw. 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chairman asked council to note that a new wreath has been laid at the Cenotaph for Matthew Cornish and with Councillor Bone’s help other wreaths were removed. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
PC Simon Hill and PCSO Grimshaw gave a brief report on work over the last 31 days. No significant crime had been reported, burglaries etc. Recent involvement with Primary School staff and children was successful in that the children got the opportunity to speak to drivers who were travelling over the speed limit. Councillor Hill’s report was discussed in relation to the number of drivers speeding through the village. Councillors asked the police to investigate drug dealing at Warren Lane and Old Pool Bank. 

Claire Taylor Headteacher at the Pool-in-Wharfedale Primary School addressed the meeting about the Council’s concerns about the proposed new fencing, restrictions on the use of the Early Years Playground and school Safeguarding duties. She stated that Statutory guidance, including Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) is explicit with decisions taken in the best interest of the child and so schools must have : Robust visitor management procedures, Effective site security arrangements proportionate to risk and Systems to ensure that all adults on site are identifiable, accounted for and appropriately supervised. 

Of significance the school is clear that it is not appropriate for members of the public to access or use the playground during the school day on an unrestricted basis. Further Local Authority Guidance emphasises that where sites are shared, safeguarding responsibilities during the school day remains with the school. Equally all contractors visiting the site, including for site inspections, must report to the school before entering the playground. 

The debate also touched on where the school was with the new fencing programme. Plans are being worked on and it is hoped to apply to Leeds Council for Planning Permission soon. It is understood Taylor Wimpey have offered to pay the costs of the application. Estimates of £40,000 (fencing at the back) and £65,000 (all around the site) were mentioned. It was not clear how much the school had raised to support the scheme. 

RESOLVED
That the Council works with the Primary School to ensure that what is proposed is agreed by all concerned and that the Council notes and considers the changing nature of the public Early Years Playground. 

DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS
No declarations noted. 	

TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Hill. Councillor Mifsud leaving the meeting at 8.20 pm. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Council reviewed the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 11th MAY 2026 and subject to the amendment of those attending the meeting approved them as a correct record. 

RESOLVED
That the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026 be approved. The motion was moved by Councillor Bone and seconded by Councillor Allen. 

MAINTENANCE AND UPGRADE OF PLAYGROUNDS 
Councillor Cooke reported that any outstanding work is now up to date and the next playground inspection is not due until September. Quotes for potential new equipment at the playground are available and as this is a council priority they will need to be considered alongside other bids received. 

EXTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT 
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	The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26 Form 3 had been previously circulated. Councillors considered the report and approved Section 1 and 2 including the Internal Auditors Report and information to be published including the Notice of the Period for the exercise of public rights (Inspection of Documents) and a declaration that the accounting statements are as yet unaudited. 

RESOLVED
Approval of Section 1 of the AGAR Annual Governance Statement was moved by Councillor Rowling and seconded by Councillor Bone. 

RESOLVED 
Approval of Section 2 of the AGAR Accounting Statements was moved by Councillor Bone and seconded by Councillor Rowling. 

ROAD SAFETY ISSUES IN POOL
Councillor Hill’s report was noted. Much of the comprehensive report had been discussed with the Police earlier on the agenda. Ward Councillor Billy Flynn asked Councillors to note 
information he had received from Jonathan Waters Principal Traffic Engineer at Leeds Highways. His comments suggest that it is now possible for a new signal-controlled facility at the Post Office crossing given improvements in technology and fittings that has taken place over the last few years. He is looking to upgrade the crossing through the next five-year Safer Roads plan from WYCA, hopefully in its first year. The cost of the scheme is likely to be in the region of £80,000. (the council said it could contribute towards the scheme, though at these prices what we could offer would be small against the overall cost). 

PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE
The Council now has several CIL bids to consider. This needs to be done against the regulations and criteria it holds for approving grants. To this end the council will arrange a special meeting commencing at 6.30 pm on the 13th July 2026, before the next council meeting to consider the bids. 

One outstanding request for funding has been the installation of new second gate at the entry to the main playground and areas beyond. An estimate of £1850 + VAT has been received which seems to be the favoured option. Council after some discussion approved the work to go ahead. 

The Council expressed its desire to support Wildlife Friendly Otley (Keith Wilson) with a grant of £100.00 and Lower Wharfedale Village News a grant of £250.00. 

RESOLVED 
The Clerk arrange the special meeting on the 13th July 2026. Councillor Cooke moved that the grants to Wildlife Friendly Otley be approved, seconded by Councillor Dibble. The grant to the Village News was moved by Councillor Lee and seconded by Councillor Bone. Councillor Lee moved that the quote for the new gate be approved this was seconded by Councillor Cooke.

HONORARY CITIZEN
Nominations are still being received for the Honorary Citizen Award. A decision will be made at the July 2026 meeting.

WOODLANDS INSPECTION REPORTS  
The clerk had received information from Keith Wilson which suggested that Tree World on Pool Bank New Road would be a suitable contractor to undertake the work suggested in his report. He was also prepared to meet the contractor on site to discuss his report and findings. 

RESOLVED
That the clerk approach Tree World to undertake the outstanding work. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
The following applications were noted 26/02944/FU/NW Fieldhead and 26/02916/FU/NW Millcroft Estate. 

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS 
Councillor Cooke read out a joint press release from local councils about the X84 service. Councillor Rowling reported the addition of bollards by Taylor Wimpey at the end of Church Lane where it meets the new estate. 

Councillor Lee informed council that the Civic Service will be held on Sunday 4th October 2026 at St Wilfrid’s Church and that refreshments will follow at the Methodist Chapel. The Remembrance Sunday service will be held at the Methodist Chapel on Sunday 8th November 2026 commencing at 10.00 am. 

CLERKS REPORT AND MONTHLY FINANCE REPORTS
Council noted the financial reports for May have been circulated prior to the meeting. The Clerk’s report was noted.

RESOLVED 
The Clerk’s report and Finance reports for May be approved, moved by Councillor Cooke and seconded by Councillor Allen 

TO CONSIDER ITEMS FOR A FUTURE AGENDA
Priorities for the future, CIL Funds, Honorary Citizens,
Meeting closed at 9.24pm. SIGNED BY 

	
	



